


Thank you to our eco reps, who
collected a wide variety of
materials from the garden to
3 complete our new Blatch Patch
\5 bug hotel.

\

POSITIVE NEWS!

You have all been working hard to help the
environment by turning off lights, connecting with
nature outdoors by being involved in activities like

building our bug hotel and making sure we look after

resources and recycle what we can. Well done! j

' Wonderful mini beasts have been
| spotted moving into the bug hotel!

i




Gardening club planted a wide variety of spring bulbs that we should se«
appear over the next few months. They planted snowdrops, daffodils,
tulips, miniature iris, crocuses and alllums.
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Thank you to our eco reps, who
collected a wide variety of
materials from the garden to
complete our new Blatch Patch
bug hotel
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Sharing achievements and going forward: e b d&mp
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L We weed to put thewm up arcund schoel,
* frrange walk arcund scheol perimeter- write to council- can we put
similar signs up there?

* Bin orderes - for target bin to ewourage usingfnot littering,

* Eco Christmas assevmbly — 0512 - encouraging class +o make
presents| recyele paper ett- each rep +o talk +o class

* Make information signs +o go with bug hotel and gardey - ¢.9,

informatior ou creatures living there.

o Tndoor plant for cach ¢classroom

After a drier yaar in 2025, our Haray
Banana grew back and multiplied! We
used straw and plastic to protect it fromy
the cold and wet over winter, so fingers
crossed it should make another healthy
appearance in 20286,
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WALT: Spot 2d ond 3d shapes outdoors

Today we went outside on a shape huntl We found lots of shapes in cutdoor
objects and even made some using twigs and natural materials|

Skylarks using the outdoors to further
their learning about shapes.

Get outside! How many different shapes
can your class find?
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Making Shapes

Play Square it!

Using chalk and a ruler, draw a 5 x How meny shapes can you make §nciuding shapes sethin hapes) using &
5 grid of dots that are 10 cm apart 3t nember of sticks fex. 6 large sticks and & smak Stcks? Is thare 2 way to
Activity: h’om;ecﬁ other. You need either 2 make more or lewer shapes usng the same rumber of sticks?
Coloured chalks, one for each
COAIIGL':I both natural and man-made player, or find a collection of
objacts, such as sticks and wood offcuts, natural objects that each pla
from the garden. Be very careful when b can use: e.g. some white and
collecting any long sticks or pieces of brown ston;s. Take it in tums to
wood. 3
claim a dot: the winner is the first
Chatlenge yourselves to make as many to make a square,
different 2D shapes as you can, Z Before doing this activity, you will want to talk to them

Extra challenge: Can you create a pattern ambout;rx mdm ;o:p:“h:mmshaps
of tessellating shapes? in most classrooms are standard in appearance, so often
. A . ® « L children assume that shapes must look a certain way. For |
example, they will not recognize a triangle if it is rotated
. ° ® v @  With the point side down or if it is an obtuse triangle f
versus an equilateral triangle. This activity will allow
children to move the shapes around, and to look at them
* . ° = *  from different perspectives. They can then discuss how the |
shape is still a triangle even if seen from a different l
perspective or if the sides are moved to change the
angles. This will help children to solidify their
’ understanding of the properties that define each shape.
__A https.//playofthawild com/
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Look at the shapes below and decige which piles are n

eedad 1o make a skelaton of
each shape.

1 Move just tue of the sticks te
remake this gablet w the pebble
15 o langer inside it.
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Small group: The children create a Venn dbgramﬁ
(dnlk/hoopscanbewed)wd decide on a
‘secret’ rule based on objects they've collected.
TheymensetupthdrVonnioroﬂnetswtryand
work out what their rule was, This ‘backwards
thinking' activity is great for problem solving and

mathematical discussion skills,

Can you drarw @ S7aps 0 wiich the area 15 Y GUE 10 &3 p 7 ANG ancther?
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Can you draw a shape in which e area i numencaly twce the penmater?
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Con you draw 3008 shapes hat have the same area bul diflerant penmetwrs? e e
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Can you draw 50me shapes that have the same penmeler bul diferent areas?



( REWILDING WATERHALL TRIP \

In the autumn term, Starlings had a wonderful time when they visited The
Re-wilding Waterhall Project. They were able to observe different moths
and butterflies, an adder, a huge variety of plants, ant hills and kestrels
swooping in the clear blue skies. Thank you so much to Mike Luscombe

from the rewilding project for arranging our coach and leading such a
fantastic day.

Butterflies of the South Downs UK

The South Downs National Park is a haven for butterflies, offering a diverse
range of species to observe. Here are some highlights of the butterfly life in
the South Downs:

« Brimstone: A medium to large butterfly with a wingspan of around 60
to 70mm, known for its striking yellow and green wings. It can be see
n throughout most of the year, especially in spring.

« Adonis Blue and Chalkhill Blue: These butterflies are among the rar
est found in the South Downs, with sightings being a rare sight.

« Grayling: A master of disguise, the Grayling butterfly blends with its s
urroundings, making it difficult to spot. It is found in secluded valleys
and costal areas.

s

ADONIS GRAYLING

ADONIS
(closed wings)

BRIMSTONE




/ Using the outdoors for maths.

What is symmetry? Butterflies have
symmetrical wings. How many lines of
symmetry are there an a butterfly?

Can you create a butterfly using chalk and
natural objects?
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Thanks so much for bringing your pupils to Waterhall yesterday. It was a
real pleasure to see you and them again and to share in their excitement
and enthusiasm for the natural world. They engaged trilliantly with all the
activities we had prepared, were very patient in listening to all our
instructions, gentle with the creatures they caught and showed respect,
thoughtfulness and kindness to myself and Marie thraughout the day. We
both very much enjoyed their company!

The work you're doing with them ta enable them to understand and appraciste the
naturad world is clearly bearing fruit as your pupils are alresdy very well-informed
naturalists. They are also lucky that you take the time and trouble to bring them out of
achoo! on visit and tnps ... | know these take a lot of arganising.

Please extend our thanks to all thesstall and parent-helpers who came along to supporn
the trip. Their generous assistancewas hugely appreciated, and we literally can't run
thasa days without them,



In whole school assemblies, we discussed waste and read two books
about how we can have too much stuff' and upcycling thingsweno
longer use for their original purpose. Do we really need it? Who made it
and what is it made from? Can we repair it or upcycle it if it breaks?

STUFFL < F"
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Congratulations to Neveah in Year
6, who has crocheted this amazing
blanket from t-shirt waste.
Fabulous work Neveah! Have you
created anything at home you'd
like to share? Send pictures to Mrs




UPCYCLING CLUB

We upcycled old crockery, plant pots for
cuttings, and made “ree decorations and a
fabulous Christmas Tree game to raise
money at the Christmas fayre, Stantey and
Isabella in Ravens alszo learn how to use the
drill: we used an old bin lid and a wide variety
of other matenials to make an octopus

sculpture. Once finished, the octopus will
become part of an art from waste exhibition
in the summer term. Thank you to Bradley for
volunteering and helping out at the club.







What could you do to help at home?

How about being in charge of recycling at homa? You need to
make sure that the corract items are being recycled and that
they are clean and dry before going in the recycling bin, Always
ask an adult o help you with anything made of glass.

Please continue
torecycle right

~ 1

Pormmrrr. o—

led assemblies on eco-hopa, Mrs Haym
led assamblies on ‘waste’ and we were
also extremely lucky to have a visit from
Juliet and Gary from the Brighton and Hove
council waste team. They talked to us
about where our rubbish and recycling
goes, how to recycle propedy and leftus a
class set of Utter pickers. They also told us
about the new food waste collections in
our local area and introduced a
competition to design some anwork and
name the new food management trucks.
Here is a small selection of our fabulous
\ designs. Thanks everyone! /

Recycle small electrical items Glass bottles and jars go in you}
at recycling points. separate black box or glass bin
(rinsed with metal lids on).

Take cartons and Tetra '\;,
Paksto cartonbinsat =L
recycling points across (—/

the iy il

ion Trucks - draw your design! Plastic pots, tubs

food Waste Collect
and trays now
d goinyour mixed
@ recycling bin

\ "’? * Yoghurt pots
T « Fruit and veg punnets
* Meat trays

» Margarine and ice cream tubs

« Toothpaste and cosmetics tubes

All go in kerbside or communal
mixed recycling bins
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[ Thank you to Trinity and Dexter in | |
| Year 6. After attending science club, | .
| they were able to support the other
children in Year 6 with using the
microscopes when studying
microorganisms for their IPC work.
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RAVENS' BIOME DISPLAYS

Aside from paint, glue and
staples, Year 6 made these
wonderful displays completely
| from ‘waste' materials such as

N ub

| Young scientists are getting hands-on with lab coats and dinosaur
= skulls at a new after-school science club.

The club is running at West Blatchington Primary and Nursery School in Hove, [
= part of The Pioneer Academy, and is open to pupils in Years 5 and 6. i
It was launched with the support of parent governor Nicky Bryce-Sharron, who
helped connect the school with the University of Sussex’s School of Life '
Sciences.
By Samanta GladkauskaiteR«porini
The university has since donated a range of scientific equipment, Including - 'Y el
microscopes, lab coats, graduated cylinders and 3D-printed dinosaur skull (SR MU :
models. Did you know that some creatures are so small that you
cannot see them with the naked eye? Microorganisms are

"A huge thank you to our parent governor Nicky Bryce-Sharron for making this iz that can only be viewed with a microscope.

possible and thank you to the School of Life Sciences at the University of

Sussex for generously donating equipment and supporting our children's

enthusiasm for science.” -
Pupils have described the club as "the best thing in the whole world" and

"better than any club.”

It's difficult to estimate how many different microorganism
species there are because they reproduce and change sO
quickly, However, scientists estimate that there mag.be
over one trilllon {that's one thousand billions) species.

Amazingly, it is believed that humans h‘nve
-_x discovered less than 1% of these species
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Puffins’ amazing waste box house!

As part of their learning about electric circuits, Puffins class
created box rooms from waste cardboard and paper. Using
their knowledge of circuits, they were able to light up each

room. All the boxes were put together to create a fabulous
cardboard house!




Existing, Endangereq, Fxtinct

Ravens have been learning about the world's biomes, the wide
biodiversiy within them with al their ncredible adaptions, climate
change cause and effect and possible soytions for the future, Fo their
exit point, they searched the school Garden for evidence of healthy
L biodiversity and discussed how it could be improved,

Year 6 collected leaves,
flowers and other natural
items from the garden, to help
them create classification
dlagrams.
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(Year 6 have been looking at propaganda posters of WW2. They
either produced their own using ‘waste' materials or adapted t_he
ideas on them to encourage people to live more sustainably in
modern times.

Why do you think it's so crucial to ‘save our soil? What relevance

K does the ‘Make do and Mend' campaign of WW2 have today? )

cloth that originally came from bags used to
package flour, grain, sugar and animal feed in
the ea'rly to mid 1900s. Women reused these
bags to make clothing, toys, quilts and other
household items in the Depression and WW2
eras,
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Using ‘waste' materials, some children in Year 2
made puppets to help them learn the names for
different materials in a poetry unit being studied.

Can you make a puppet using waste materials?

EAL- puppets can be a great way to practice English
words and conversations as it is the puppet ‘talking’
rather than the child, therefore reducing any anxiety in

o

SWALLOWS CLASS
Their wonderful upcycled plates!

Using acrylic paint pens, you can
upcycle any unwanted china or glass.
Use nature as inspiration for your
designs.




Pupil Voice results
Saptember 2025

B -,

Do you think it is important we learn
about how to care for the
environment at school?

! o How often do you enjoy being in
How worried are you about Climate | nature with your family?
Change damaging some of the ways
we live and damaging nature and the
wildlife around us?

& Two of thiee times s week
BOne & wesk
» Once s momh

WNOC wery often

= fairly worried
- A liethe by wottled
» Very worried
' Not worried
= Don't know

—

.y

How often do we get opportunities to
make the environment better at
school?

- Ofven
- ot wery often
- Vary often

- Urnaute

Do you enjoy playing and learning
outside in nature?

LL L)

® Ouite o bt
" Adm

“Abn

, Do you think you play in nature and
learn enough about nature in school?

——

Parant voica:

How much do you think your child
benefits from learning / playing in
nature?

- Bermie samr——ty
- Nerartns o bn

BYes BNo 9 Not Angwered
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Christmas Holiday Maths Game Challenge!

- Your maths games
: don’t have to
& involve numbers!
Iinclude patterns,

strategy or problem
solving.

TEFRWn
(U N T

There is still time to have
a go at making a maths
game from '‘waste'
materials. What can you
create to practice your
maths?

paper in your game, for example you
ould make it into an aeroplane or
screw it up to use as a ball, or to

Angel’s fabulous maths game created from
waste.

Remember to either use this piece of
[

—

e

Well done, Angel!

| They also made a Pelmanism game (pairs) to help them to remember
tacts about animal adaptions. ¥ Umpanmembary

: ! Games are a fabulous way to record and practise your learning as
6_ mmmmummmmmm
) the cards for recap on learning.




Walk to School Week 2026
May 19" — May 23"

This includes thinking about the distance that the things we buy
travels to get to us. If we buy seasonally and locally, we are
helping to reduce our carbon footprint. We will focus in the next
two terms on ‘growing our own' vegetables- a fabulous way to
reduce food miles and eat more healthily, cheaply and

ROM THE POINT & TiME

WHERE wf ‘wHii TIS
a»uumdr SMALLER THE BETTER

f‘j o-'i"i

vwblnllumw
'Your own veqetab/es
all the year round .




Fresh air fills our lungs with cheer,
Friends and laughter drawing near.

Stronger bodies, minds awake,
Every step’s a choice we make.

So, grab your bag, let's make it cool—
Walk together, all to school!

(Can you add some more \ Can you illustrate

rhymes 1o this poem? For
example, you could write
about the benefit of getting
wvitamin D from the sun and
USE Synonyms fof walk,

Why not add in some of the
things you hear, see and feel

on your walk to school?

this poem for our
sustainability
display board?




Mini rafts

You can mate gour oun mini raft
frem sticks. string and pebbles

1 oy out four sticks in & squere or rectangle

<

—L/

1 Tie & piece of string areand sne
of the stichs near a comes

A Tie the ather three carnen
together i the tame ey

T

1 Tie sticks acress geur \
frame to cover it
Build your awn bost/ raft challenge: st geur roft 00 2 ' e (‘7
Have a go at creating these rafts or another boat from l”""l"”'""'” @‘ ~ ;
‘'waste’ materials. o .
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The eco reps had a fabulous idea to make an
information board for our garden. Ouraimis | | *
to have this in place by the start of the :
summer term, Swallows made these
wonderful mini-information posters about
some of the minibeasts and Insects we might
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find. We also need information on the plants
growing there: please give your pictures/
‘ information to Mrs Heym.
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‘ /Your sunflowers are so\

wonderful! Please
make a spring flower

and give it to Mrs

eym for a spring

\ flower bouquet! j
s z ;\)\ .

Collective nouns

There isn't an official collective noun for sunflowers, but two popular
choices are , ‘A Ray of Sunflowers’ and ‘A Van Gough of Sunflowers”.

Can you think of collective noun for sunflowers? Can you use alliteration?
E.g. 'A Sensation of Sunflowers'.

Can you think of collective nouns for the spring flowers that will appear in
our garden aver this term?

\ There will be snowdrops, dwarf irises, daffodils, bluebells, and tulips.
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This fantastic program hosted by David
Attenborough, is fullofays we can help and
connectwith nature, ILis full of positive
environmental news. For example, the growing
Peregring Falcon population and the
relnroductionofwild beavers, which has had an
enormously positive effectforboth wildlfe and
humans. Thera s lots to make you smile and feel
hopeful bout: that every action we take,
howaver small, really doas make a difference.

\ WlldLondon-onBBCiplayernow,j
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May 8, 2026

David Attenborough's 100th birthday will be
on May 8, 2026, He was born on May 8, 1926,

The incredible, inspiring nature pioneer, David
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ideas do you have for celebrating his lfe and

\ legacy?

Attenborough, is going to be 100 in May! What
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yzExperience

Icycled the length of the UK
‘on awooden bike

; told to Sumaiya Motara

’ ince coming to England
from Ethiopia eight years
ago, 've lost parts of my
culturalidentity. I'was

1spent a month taking it to a repair
shop. 1also joined a project called the
Hackspace - it's a community-run
workshop for makers - and built

stuckina

a den bicycle. It's mostly made of

isolated routine studying

[ for abiochemistry degree at Imperial

| College London, without the family-
centred lifestyle I was used to. Back

J in Ethiopia, I’d be surrounded by my
aunt, grandparents, friends.

So this year, 1 took 12 months out
and moved to my uncle’s house in
Leeds. The change helped me try new
things, like cycling: as a child, Thad
never ridden a bike. Iboughtoneina
charity shop. My friends told me that it
was made for a 10-year-old and
donated an adult-sized bike to me.

The bike had spent two years inmy
friend’s garden, so it was in bad shape. |

recycled materials: I used an old
flip-flop for the brake, The Hackspace's
director, Mark, suggested [ go to John
o’Groats and cycle all the way down to
the south. At first, I thought that was
ridiculous, but then reconsidered it:
1 wanted to do something new.
1hadn’t planned any logistics,
hoping to figure things out as  went.
My friends and family didn’t think I'd
lasta mile, Maybe they had a point: the
first three nights were terrible. I hadn’t
bought a tent to sleep in; only a tarp to
cover myself. I'd packed light, relying
only on one cotton shirt. The wind

and rain were rough.

the worst. But people offered me their
friendship. A DJ discovered my videos
on TikTok and sent me money for hotel
stays. After I finally bought a tent,
people let me pitch up in their gardens.
1was invited into homes, garages,
village halls and even barns to stay.

1 met builders in the Scottish village
of Tomatin, who offered me a place

to stay for the night, and I helped

them in return. 1 spent the next day
‘bricklaying, making friends I'still keep
in touch with now.

The wooden bicycle caused a stir
wherever I went. Locals would go crazy
over it. I'd tell them my story, they'd
gather their friends and family to take
pictures, and donate to my fundraiser.

It wasn't all easy cycling. During
Storm Floris, I was passing through
Dalwhinnie, another Scottish village,
and desperate for shelter. Then, the
loveliest couple invited me in, gawe me
hot food, took me to their community
hall and set up an air mattress for me.

1feared my bike would fall apart
by the time 1 reached England. But
1was always offered help. When my
chain broke near Newcastle, some
cyclists helped me hitchhike to a shop,
which then fixed it for free. A man in
the Bedfordshire village of Haynes
replaced my front wheel with ong
from his daughter’s bike, then let me
sleepin his van.

Twondered if 1 would face racism.

1 did have some tricky encounters, but
hopefully I've changed their minds.
Ialso got to know Ethiopians in Eritain,
who followed my progress on social
media, Whenever I reached a city with
asizable Ethiopian population, they
would offer to host me.

The last few days were hard. I had
been catching up with my friencs in
London, and leaving felt difficult. But
again, people helped. One lady in
Faversham hosted me in her house.
We watched Avatar together. Later, an
Ethiopian who'd seen my TikToks
booked me a hotel room in Canterbury.

The next day, I reached Dover. A
party of 10 Ethiopians travelled from
London to meet me, with food, music
and a trophy: a small bike with my
name on it. My journey came to an end.

1 had previously felt the absence
of community in my life: doing this
adventure made the world feel bigger.
The community helped me finish my
journey. Not money or my resilience -
just the kindness of strangers.

Kidus Tesera

1 hadn't brought enough food,
either, and had to ask people for help
- in those remote parts it was hard to
find a shop and 1 didn’t have much
money, These wonderful people were
often eliderly and isolated, but eager
to help. This inspired me to use my
journey to fundraise for Age UK and
Mekedonia, an Ethiopian charity for
vulnerable people.

During the two and a half months
I was on the road, | was prepared for

Friends and family
didn’t think I'd last

Fabulous new books
available to the school
community: ask Mrs
Heym to borrow them!

the
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Green sea turtles taken off endangere ks
list thanks to global conservation effort  [d8
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Useful contacts at
Brighton & Hove City Council

School Travel Team
Early Years initiatives and
Travel Plans

01273 292357

Road Safety Publicity &
Initiatives

01273 292258

Schools' Parking

Enforcement
0845 6035469 Option 3

Public Transport Team
01273 292480

Active for Life/Sports
Development
01213 292724

Healthwalks
01273 292564 or 01273 292574

V¢
s

For further informa*
"y comment on this.
please email
road.safetv”,

Useful wehsites

Brighton & Hove City Council

Early Years active travel
www.brighton-hove.gov.uk/early-years-travel
School travel. www.brighton-hove,gov.uk/schooltrave\

Road safety: i brighton-hove.govuldroadsatety
Active for Life: www,brighton-hove.gov.uk/sportsdevelopment
Healthwalks: www.brighton-hove.gov.uk/healthwalks

Active travel advice
SUSTRANS: www.sustrans.org.uk/families
Change 4 Life: ynwwnhs.uk/changedife cick on ‘Get going’

Recommended activitylevels
NHS: wwwnhs.ulivewellitness
British Heart Foundation: wwwbhfactive.0rg.uk

Road safety

Department for Transport www.think direct govuk

Road safety charity: wwww brake.org.uk
Car seat information: www.chidcarseats.org Uk
Child Accident Prevention Trust: wwwcapt org,ukisafety-aovice

Cyeling
SLUSTRANS: wwwsustrans,org uk/get-cycing
In Brighton & Hove: www brighton-hove.govuk/cycling

Public transport - train and buses
Brighton & Hove City Council
www.brighton-hove.gov.quuindranspory‘

Traveline: www traveline.info
Trains: www nationalrall co.uk -y







