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things happening here, the 

more our message of pride, 

sustainability, and community 

spirit can spread across the 

city. 

Finally, I want to thank you 

for your ongoing support in 

making our school a 

wonderful place for children 

to learn and grow.  It is 

through the combined efforts 

of children, staff, parents, and 

carers that we create such a 

positive and nurturing 

environment.  As we head 

into the second half of the 

school year, I look forward to 

seeing all that we can achieve 

together, and I cannot wait to 

share more updates with you.  

Warm regards, 

Mr Brentnall 

reading fluency and fostering 

a lifelong love of books.  Your 

support makes a huge 

difference, and we truly 

appreciate it. 

We have been proudly 

developing our Our World, Our 

City project for a whole year, 

and it means so much to our 

school, our city, and our wider 

world. We look forward to 

sharing more about this work 

as it continues to grow and 

develop throughout the year. 

Our school Instagram account 

is one of the best ways for us 

to showcase the incredible 

work happening across West 

Blatch.  By following, liking, 

and especially reposting our 

content, you help to amplify 

the voices of our children and 

celebrate their hard work. 

Every share helps more people 

discover what a vibrant, 

caring, and ambitious school 

community we are.  If you are 

able, please encourage 

friends, family, and other 

parents to follow our 

Instagram too.  The more 

people who see the amazing 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

We are already halfway 

through the school year!  It has 

been wonderful to see how 

much progress the children 

have made. 

In our phonics and guided 

reading lessons, the children’s 

engagement has been 

exceptional.  It is clear that 

they are enjoying these lessons 

and thriving as a result.  I 

would also like to extend my 

sincere thanks to all parents 

and carers who are regularly 

reading with their children at 

home.  Reading is such an 

important skill and the 

cornerstone of so much of what 

we do in school, especially for 

our younger pupils.  By making 

time for shared reading at 

home, you are playing a vital 

role in developing your child’s 
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We would like to remind all parents and carers that access to the school car park is strictly 
limited to vehicles displaying a valid permit.  If you do not hold a  permit, please  refrain 
from using the car park.  

Additionally, the car park gates will open at 15:00.  We kindly request that you do not 
arrive before this time, as early arrivals have led to increased  traffic congestion on the road 
outside the school.  This has prompted several complaints from local residents and poses a 
safety risk to our school community. 

We appreciate your co-operation in helping us maintain a safe and orderly environment for all. 

Car Park Access & Arrival Times 



 

 

 
 
 
 

 

Owlets and Wrens had an amazing time visiting the Wonderdome mobile planetarium.   
We got to see each of our Solar Systems planets close up, watch a rocket launch and see 
how astronauts eat their dinner and go to sleep in space.  It was an out of this world    
experience that we won’t be forgetting in a hurry! 

 

 

 

Owlets and Wrens WonderDome visit! 



 

 

 
 
 
 

 

Over the past few weeks Goldcrests class have explored the topic ‘Treasure Island’.  We 
learnt about how we can read a map and what important parts make a map.  To help our 

learning, we became geographers to explore our local park!  

Goldcrests were very reflective on the walk.  As we walked around Hangleton Park, we 
spotted signs that were on our map key while asking questions!  We made great links to 

what we have previously learnt.  Goldcrests are super resourceful.  

 

Goldcrests Hangleton Park Walk! 



 

 

 
 
 
 

 

Year 5 & 6 Trip to Bowles! 



 

 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

 

The Perch autism provision celebrated 
its 30-year-anniversary with a gathering 
on the 22nd January.   

 

We were joined by parents, governors 
and former staff members and had 
some lovely speeches, beautiful          
decorations and an amazing cake made 
by Ricktha from the school office. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

On the 20th January, two     
former pupils came to visit and 
talked to us about their      
secondary schools.  It was 
great to hear how successful 
their transition has been and 
how well they are doing in a 
mainstream and specialist    
provision respectively. 

Our Perch children had       
prepared some very good 
questions and the two visitors 
provided thoughtful and      
detailed answers. 

30th Anniversary of The Perch! 



 

 

 
 
 
 

 

The School Council organised a fantastic winter drawing competition.  Lots of children   
really enjoyed taking part and each class had one winner who won a chocolate prize! 

School Council 



 

 

 
 
 
 

We have some amazing news to share - our wonderful Breakfast Club staff have won a 

Platinum Award for providing a fantastic breakfast for our children! 

 

Every morning, the team greets pupils with big smiles and helps them start the day feeling 

happy, calm and ready to learn.  They work really hard to make sure everyone enjoys a 

healthy, tasty breakfast in a warm and friendly place. 

 

Breakfast Club is more than just food – it’s a special time where children can chat with 

friends, feel cared for and begin the school day in the best possible way.  The Platinum 

Award shows just how much kindness, effort and teamwork the staff put into making 

Breakfast Club so special. 

 

We are super proud of our Breakfast Club team and would like to say a huge thank you 

and well done for this brilliant achievement.  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our Brilliant Breakfast Club! 



 

 

 
 
 
 

As we step into 2026, we are excited to kick off another fantastic year filled with fun and 
learning here at after school club. 
 
As we reflect on the wonderful memories we created together in 2025, we are grateful for 
the dedication and enthusiasm shown by all our children.  From arts and crafts to sports, 
your participation made our activities exciting and enjoyable. 
 
Thank you to not only our wonderful children, but also our parents – we look forward to 
creating more memorable experiences together in 2026! 
 
Best wishes for a joyful new year ahead. 
 
Miss Haslam, Miss Muna and Miss Martin 

After School Club! 



 

 

 
 
 
 

 

 

Science Club! 



 

 

 
 
 
 

BLATCH PATCH ISSUE 18 IS NOW ONLINE! 

 
Read about all the children’s outdoor learning experiences and our school sustainability 
focusses.  There are lots of ideas and activities to share and do with your child at home. 

You can find it by going to our website: 

https://westblatchingtonprimary.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2026/01/BLATCH-
PATCH-ISSUE-18.pdf 
 

Please do send in anything ‘nature’ to be included in the next issue; drawings, paintings, 
photos, ideas - everything is welcome!  Please give it to your child’s class teacher to pass 
onto Mrs Heym or email it to the school office.  Thank you! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Blatch Patch! 

https://westblatchingtonprimary.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2026/01/BLATCH-PATCH-ISSUE-18.pdf
https://westblatchingtonprimary.co.uk/wp-content/uploads/2026/01/BLATCH-PATCH-ISSUE-18.pdf


 

 

 
 
 
 

 

Our Mental Health Champions have been doing 

fantastic work across the school this term!   

 

With the brilliant support of the YMCA, a group of 

ten enthusiastic Year 5 pupils have been exploring 

mental health, wellbeing, and ways to make a  

positive impact on our whole school community.  

 

They’ve been developing exciting whole‑school  

initiatives, and in their latest session they even 

pitched their ideas to Mr Brentnall.  These included 

creating a calming outdoor “Chill Out Shack” and 

designing eye‑catching wellbeing noticeboards to 

promote positive emotional health throughout the 

school.   

 

We are incredibly proud of their creativity,      

teamwork, and dedication.  On Monday 9th        

February, our Champions will be visiting        

Blatchington Mill to meet with their mental health 

ambassadors and share ideas together - an exciting         

opportunity to learn, grow, and keep spreading the message 

of wellbeing! 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our Marvellous Mental Health Champions! 



 

 

 
 
 
 

FoWB fund well over £500! 

Thank you for supporting the Halloween Disco, Christmas Fayre and Raffle, 
each event was a real success meaning that so far this school year we have 
been able to give funding for -  

£270 for the Perch 

The children in the Perch spend a lot of time each term preparing food, trying different 
tastes and textures and learning life skills.  The co-ordination of mixing and kneading is 
incredibly important for this group and we are proud to be able to fund the ingredients 
instead of the teachers and parents having to fund these things. 

 

£300 for the Eco     
Garden 

This is to benefit every single 
child in the school in the      
upcoming “seed to plate”     
initiative.  FoWB are buying 
soil and seeds so that each 
child can plant and grow some 
items in the eco garden - then 
eat them! 

 

£70 for the school 
Christmas Crackers 

We bought fun crackers so 
that every child could have one 
with their Christmas dinner in 
December. 

 

Please Help!? 

Due to their children          
outgrowing the school we had 
a few key helpers leave last 
year and really need some 
more help for different events.  

Normally it’s only 1 to 2 hours 
of your time and very much 
appreciated!  If you are able to 
help, please email FoWB 
fowb@wblatch.brighton-
hove.sch.uk and we will be in 
touch to tell you all about it. 

 

 

 

Friends of West Blatchington! 

mailto:fowb@wblatch.brighton-hove.sch.uk
mailto:fowb@wblatch.brighton-hove.sch.uk


 

 

 
 
 
 

Class Attendance 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

Attendance Matters 

Good attendance and punctuality are essential for children’s wellbeing, confidence, and 

daily routine. 

Being in school every day helps children feel settled, secure, and ready to learn. 
 

If Your Child Feels Unwell 

Please remember: if your child becomes unwell at school, we will always contact parents 

and carers right away. 

You do not need to pre‑emptively keep them home "just in case" - we will monitor and 

update you. 
 

Reporting Absence 

Please continue to log all absences on Arbor, providing as much detail as possible. 

Medical evidence may be required if an illness lasts longer than 3 days (e.g. appointment 

card, prescription, NHS advice). 
 

Planned Absence Requests 

Any planned absence requests (e.g. planned travel, family events) must be submitted at 

least 2 weeks in advance. 

Please include as much information as possible to support your request. 
 

Who to Contact 

Your child’s class teacher is your first point of contact for any attendance issues. 
Natalie Bellis is also always available to offer support, guidance, or advice when needed. 

Thank you for your ongoing support in helping every child arrive on time, every day, ready 

for a positive start to their school day! 

Attendance Update 

Well done to Skylarks, Starlings 
and Swallows for achieving 
over 95%. 
For information, please see the 
schools’ average attendance 
compared to  attendance 
across the City and attendance 
nationally. 

 
The children and staff have 
been informed that if, even for 
just one day, we achieve 100% 
attendance, there will be a 
whole school reward.  Wouldn’t 
this be just AMAZING!!! 



 

 

 
 
 
 

To sign up for external clubs, please contact the club using the details below.  For Netball, 
Girls Football, Samba Band and Gardening clubs please use Arbor.  Science club is full. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Clubs! 

Club Club run by Telephone Link to sign up or email address 

Yoga Club Balance Kids Yoga    https://momence.com/l/K1hdWDG6 

 
Wednesday   
Football 

Premier Education   

https://www.premier-
educa-
tion.com/parents/venue/courses/1412-
911293/ 

Drama Club 
(ThirdSpace    
Theatre) 

Natasha Higdon - Third-
Space Theatre 

   https://thirdspacetheatre.co.uk/classes/
brighton/ 

Active for Life/ 
Multisports Club 

Healthy Lifestyles Team: 
Laura Marshall 

01273 294589 
07801 404628 

laura.marshall@brighton-hove.gov.uk 

Day Club Dates Timing 
Year 

Group Cost Club run by 

Monday Yoga 
12th Jan - 
16th March 

3.10 - 4.10pm 1 - 4 
£6 per session 

(paid half 
termly online) 

Balance Kids Yoga 

Monday Netball 
12th Jan - 
16th March 

3.10 - 4pm 5 & 6 Free School -  Miss  Martin 

Tuesday Girls Football 
13th Jan - 
17th March 

3.10 - 4pm 5 & 6 Free School -  Mr Penfold 

Wednesday 
Drama Club 
(ThirdSpace 
Theatre) 

14th Jan - 
18th March 

3.10 - 5.10pm 3 - 6 Free 
Natasha Higdon - Third-
Space Theatre 

Wednesday Football  
14th Jan - 
18th March 

3.10 - 4.10pm 1 - 4 
£6 per session 
(paid termly 

online) 
Premier Education 

Wednesday Samba Band 
4th March - 
29th April 

3.10 - 4pm 6 Free School - Mrs Edwards 

Thursday Science Club 
29th Jan - 
19th March 

3.10 - 4pm 5 & 6 
£10 (per 

term) 
Nicole Bryce-Sharron 
(Parent Volunteer) 

Thursday Let's Dance 
15th Jan - 
12th March 

3.10 - 4.10pm 1 - 6 Free School - Miss Orme 

Friday Gardening Club 
27th Feb - 
20th March 

3.10 - 4pm 3 - 6 Free School - Mrs Heym 

Friday 
Active for Life/ 
Multisports 
Club 

16th Jan - 
20th March 

3.10 - 4pm 2 - 5 Free 
Laura Marshall - Healthy 
Lifestyles Team 

https://momence.com/l/K1hdWDG6
https://www.premier-education.com/parents/venue/courses/1412-911293/
https://www.premier-education.com/parents/venue/courses/1412-911293/
https://www.premier-education.com/parents/venue/courses/1412-911293/
https://www.premier-education.com/parents/venue/courses/1412-911293/
https://thirdspacetheatre.co.uk/classes/brighton/
https://thirdspacetheatre.co.uk/classes/brighton/
mailto:laura.marshall@brighton-hove.gov.uk


 

 

Thurs 12th Feb:  FOWB Valentine bake sale & 

raffle 

Mon 16th Feb - Fri 20th Feb: Spring Half term 

Mon 23rd Feb:  Year 5 ‘Racing to School’ at 

Plumpton Racecourse Trip  

Mon 23rd Feb:  Owlets Once Upon A Time 

Dress up Day 

Thursday 26th Feb:  Swallows & Falcons Bignor 

Roman Villa Trip 

Wed 4th & Thurs 5th March:  Parents       

Evenings 

Thurs 5th March:  World Book Day 

Tues 17th March:  Let’s Dance Performance  

Thurs 26th March:  FOWB Easter Disco 

Fri 27th March:  Last day of Spring Term 

Mon 13th April:  First day of Summer Term 

Fri 1st May:  Class photos 

Sat 2nd May:  Children’s Parade 

Mon 25th - Fri 29th May:  Summer Half Term 

Mon 1st June:  Inset Day 

 

 

 

 

OTHER INSET DAYS: 

Wed 22nd July 2026 

What’s coming up 
at West         

Blatchington... 

  

       Aiming high, Nurturing all 
      Ofsted Rated Good - 2019 

Speech & Language 

To support speech 
and language         
development in 
school, we use an      
intervention called Infant Language,  
Junior Language as well as Infant and 
Junior Speech Link. 

It also has some great free resources for 
you to use at home.  You can read more 
about it here: 

speechandlanguage.link/parents  

School Communications 

It is really important that 
you check your email and   
Arbor app regularly to  
ensure that you don’t miss any                  
communications from the school.   

When clubs have to be cancelled on the 
day an email and in app message will go 
out to parents/carers. 

Letters for trips go out in advance, so 
can you please provide consent and any 
payment, on Arbor, before the deadline 
date. 

We really appreciate your support with 
this.  Thank you 

https://speechandlanguage.link/parents





































