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Corner 

Over the half-term break, 

we encourage our Year 4 

children to continue 

practising their times tables 

in preparation for their 

multiplication check, and 

our Year 1 children to keep 

up with their phonics 

practice.  Regular reading 

and short, frequent practice 

sessions can make a 

significant difference in 

building confidence and 

fluency. 

Thank you for your ongoing 

support and partnership.  It 

truly makes a difference to 

the success and wellbeing 

of every child in our school. 

Wishing you all a peaceful 

and enjoyable half-term 

break.  We look forward to 

an exciting and successful 

final half-term of the year. 

Warmest wishes, 

 

Mr Brentnall 

Headteacher 

Children may sometimes 

come home with their own 

perspective on events. As 

with all situations, there can 

be different viewpoints.  We 

kindly ask that, where 

possible, you take time to 

listen, ask questions and 

speak with us so we can 

work together towards a 

clear and balanced 

understanding. 

Supporting children to learn 

appropriate behaviour is an 

important part of their 

development.  At times this 

may involve having honest 

conversations or putting 

guidance in place to help 

them make positive choices. 

These moments, although 

sometimes challenging, are 

often where the most 

important learning happens. 

By working together, we 

can help our children to 

grow into respectful, 

responsible, honest and 

kind individuals. 

A particular well done must 

go to our Year 6 pupils for 

the way they approached 

their SATs this half term. 

They showed great 

resilience, determination 

and maturity throughout 

the week, and we are very 

proud of the effort they put 

in. 

Dear Parents and Carers, 

We have had another 

incredibly busy and 

productive half term at 

school, filled with 

opportunities for our children 

to showcase their talents, 

resilience and enthusiasm for 

learning.  It has been 

wonderful to see so many 

examples of our pupils 

demonstrating our school 

values both in and out of the 

classroom. 

As always, strong 

communication between 

home and school is an 

essential part of helping 

every child thrive.  When a 

member of staff gets in 

touch, it is always because 

we care about your child’s 

wellbeing, progress and 

happiness in school.  We 

understand that it can 

sometimes be difficult to 

hear concerns about your 

child.  Please be assured 

that school and home are 

not on opposite sides, we 

are working together with a 

shared aim of supporting 

your child in the best 

possible way. 
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In year 1, we’ve been diving into our IPC unit, 
‘People Who Help Us’.  On Wednesday 15th April, 
we were lucky to welcome our local fire fighters, 
who came to visit and share important information with 
us.  We asked many questions about their job, including 
what their day looks like and how it feels to be a      
firefighter. They shared lots of information about how 
they help others and use their equipment.  They even 
let us have a turn!  Take a look!  

 

 

Goldcrests visit from Fire Fighters! 



 

 

The wonderful Amalia from Starlings’ Class had 14 inches cut off her hair so that she could 
donate it to The Little Princess Trust.  The Trust uses the hair to create free, real-hair wigs 
for children and young people who have experienced hair loss due to treatment for cancer 
or other conditions. We are all so very proud of her and we think she looks fantastic with 
her new, shorter hair. 

 

 

Little Princess Trust! 

 
 
 
 

 

 

 

We would like to remind all parents and carers that the snacks you 
provide for your child’s playtime MUST be healthy.  For example, fruit, 
vegetables, yoghurt, a cereal bar, dried fruit, rice cakes, breadsticks.  

Please DO NOT provide chocolate, items containing chocolate,  
doughnuts or crisps.  In particular, no Takis or high sugar cakes. 

Healthy snacks are essential for the children to maintain steady energy  
levels and support their learning.  Thank you 

Healthy Playtime Snacks 



 

 

 
 
 
 

 

Wrens, Owlets, Jays and Falcons had an amazing time with Reptylers! 

 

Jem brought a selection of animals with her including a Chameleon, Gecko, Tarantula and 
11ft Python! 

 

The children learnt lots of super interesting facts and were amazed by being able to touch, 
stroke and hold such amazing animals.  

 

 

 

Reptylers! 



 

 

 
 
 
 

 

The sun shone on Saturday 2nd May 
as over twenty children, parents and 
staff from West Blatch helped launch 
the Brighton Festival with over 5,000 
other children from the city!   

In collaboration with Moulsecoomb 
Primary our school community 
brought to life the Julia Donaldson 
story of the Smeds and the Smoos.  
Our amazing rocket looked glorious 
marching along the streets of     
Brighton with many spectators    
stopping to comment on West 
Blatch’s green wigs!   

A huge thank you to our amazing 
samba band who kept a steady 
rhythm and led our   section with 
style, and to all the children, parents 
and staff who came out to support 
us.  An extra thank you to Nicky and 
Mark Bryce-Sharron for making us 
our amazing alien ear headbands  
using their 3D printer! 

 

 

Children’s Parade! 



 

 

 
 
 
 

 

Owlets had an AMAZING trip to Blackberry Farm.  We 
met cows, sheep, deer, llamas, goats, pigs, rabbits, rats 
and so many more!  We had the opportunity to gently 
stroke and feed many of the animals.   

Once again the staff at the farm commented on how    
engaged, polite and enthusiastic our super nursery     
children were and although the children had a brilliant 
time, I think we can all agree that the person who had 
the most fun was Mrs Jackson! 

An extra big thank you to FoWB who funded our coach 
journey and helped us keep this trip affordable for our 
families. 

 

 

Owlets trip to Blackberry Farm! 



 

 

 
 
 
 

 

Blatch Patch! 



 

 

 
 
 
 

 

Blatch Patch! 



 

 

 
 
 
 

 

Blatch Patch! 



 

 

 

Give Your Child the Best Start to Their Day! 
 
Did you know we offer a FREE Breakfast Club every morning?  It’s a brilliant way to 

help your child start the day feeling calm, happy and ready to learn. 

 

       Time: From 8:10am every morning 

 

       Location: Dining Hall 

 

 

  Cost: Completely FREE 

 
Why sign your child up? 

 
Our Breakfast Club is more than just breakfast, it’s a chance for your child to: 

 

    Settle into the school day in a relaxed, positive way 

 

   

  Enjoy a healthy breakfast with friends 

 

 

    Build confidence and social connections 

 

 
   Arrive in class feeling focused and ready to learn 
 

 

It also plays a key role in supporting excellent punctuality and attendance, helping 

children start every day on time without the morning rush. 

 
Getting started is easy! 
 

• Simply sign up once on Arbor 

• Your child will be automatically booked in for the rest of the term 

 
 

     Spaces are open to all pupils from Reception to Year 6, so don’t miss  

     out on this fantastic opportunity to support your child’s wellbeing and  

     learning from the very start of the day! 

 

If you have any questions, please do contact Natalie Bellis at  

nataliebellis@wblatch.brighton-hove.sch.uk 
 

 

Free Breakfast Club! 



 

 

 
 
 
 

Here at After School club, we have been enjoying the lovely sunshine.  This issue brings 
you a quick overview of recent activities.  We’re excited to share photos and celebrate the 
new season!   

 

We would like to thank our wonderful children who bring such enjoyment  to our club – 
and also we would like to thank our amazing parents for their continued support. 

 

Please be advised that we have very limited spaces available, so remember to book early 
as we are extremely busy. 

 

We look forward to welcoming you to our Club soon! 

Miss Haslam, Miss Muna and Miss Martin  

 

After School Club! 



 

 

 

 

Our Mental Health Champions have been incredibly busy this term and continue to make a 

real difference across the school. 

 

One of their latest projects is the creation of a new wellbeing noticeboard, which is now 

available for all children to access.  The board provides helpful advice and simple        

strategies to support children in managing big feelings, as well as clear guidance on   

trusted adults in school who they can talk to if they need support.  It has already become 

a valuable resource and reflects the group’s commitment to supporting others. 

 

There are also some exciting developments happening in The Hive, with new ideas being 

explored to further support children’s wellbeing.  In addition, we are looking forward to 

something special taking shape outside next year, which will provide even more           

opportunities for children to feel calm, supported and connected. 

 

Such is the success of the group that they were recently invited to contribute to a         

city-wide training event focused on child anxiety.  Our Mental Health Champions           

represented the school brilliantly, speaking with maturity, confidence and kindness.    

They were an absolute credit to West Blatchington, and we are incredibly proud of them. 

We look forward to seeing their fantastic work continue to grow! 
 

Mental Health Champions Update! 



 

 

 
 
 
 

 



 

 

 
 
 
 

 



 

 

 
 
 
 

 

 

Thank you to everyone who took 
part in the Spring holiday art work 

activity. 

 

 

 

 

These were the winning pieces of artwork 

 

A super well done to Sophie in Goldcrests, Lorelei in Starlings and Kumba in 
Falcons. 

 

 

School Council 



 

 

 

At West Blatchington, we want every child to feel happy, safe, and ready to learn. One of 

the most important ways you can support your child’s success is by ensuring they attend 

school every day and on time. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Every day REALLY does matter to ensure our children are able to learn and achieve to the 

best of our ability.  As we move further into the Summer term, it is even more important 

to continue with the school routine and keep our attendance as high as possible. 

 

Why is attending school every day so important? 
 

Regular school attendance has a direct impact on your child’s learning, wellbeing, and   

future success. 

• Children who attend school regularly make better academic progress and achieve 

higher outcomes 

• Being in school helps children build friendships, confidence, and social skills 

• School provides a safe, supportive environment where children can learn and 

thrive 

• Missing school can quickly add up - just 2 days off each month equals nearly 3 

weeks of missed learning each year 

 

Every lesson counts. Even small absences can affect your child’s confidence and            

understanding of new learning. 

Attendance Matters - Every Day Counts! 



 

 

 

We are here to support you 
 
We understand that sometimes children feel slightly unwell or worried about attending 

school. 

 

In many cases: 

 

• Children with minor coughs, colds, or mild illness are well enough to attend school 

• Being in school can help maintain routine and wellbeing 

 
 

We will: 

 

• Monitor your child carefully throughout the day 

• Contact you if your child becomes too unwell to remain in school 

 
 

If you are unsure, please speak to us, we are always ready to listen 

 
Working together for your child 

 

At West Blatchington, we believe that strong attendance is built through               

partnership. 

 

If your child is finding it difficult to attend school: 

 

• Please talk to us as early as possible 

• We can offer support, guidance and practical help 

 
 

Together, we can ensure every child: 

 

• Feels confident coming to school 

• Builds positive routines 

• Achieves their full potential 

 
 

 

If you have any questions or comments relating to attendance, please contact Natalie Bel-

lis, our Welfare Manager at nataliebellis@wblatch.brighton-hove.sch.uk 

 

 

 

 

Attendance Matters - Every Day Counts! 



 

 

 

Half‑Term Fun: Let’s Make Time to Play!  

 

 

Half term is a wonderful chance to slow down, reconnect, and enjoy time together. 

We encourage parents and carers to set aside a little time to play with your child during 

the break. Play doesn’t need planning or special equipment - what matters most is being 

present and enjoying each other’s company. 

 

Why play together? 

• Strengthens relationships 

• Boosts children’s confidence and happiness 

• Helps children learn through curiosity and creativity 

• Creates special memories they’ll treasure 

 

Simple ideas for half‑term play: 

 

 Play in the park or garden 

 

 Share a board or card game 

 

Draw, build, bake, or create together 

 

Join in your child’s imaginary play 

 

 

Even 10 - 15 minutes a day of uninterrupted play can make a big difference. 

Thank you for supporting your child’s wellbeing and learning - not just at school, but at 

home too. 

 

We hope you have a happy, playful half term   

 

Suzy Prebble 

Certified Play Therapist at West Blatchington Primary and Nursery School 

 

 

 

 

 

Half Term Fun 



 

 

Fri 22nd May:  Community Picnic to celebrate 

David Attenborough’s 100th Birthday 

Mon 25th - Fri 29th May:  Half Term 

Mon 1st June:  Inset Day 

Fri 5th June:  Dress Down Day (in exchange for 

a Tombola Prize - a bottle or some sweet treats) 

Sat 13th June:  Summer Fayre 

Wed 1st July:  Reception & Year 2 Drusillas Trip 

Thurs 2nd July:  Year 6 Chessington Trip 

Fri 3rd July:  Year 6 transition day 

Tues 21st July:  Last day of Summer Term 

Wed 22nd July:  Inset Day 

What’s coming up 
at West         

Blatchington... 

  

       Aiming high, Nurturing all 
      Ofsted Rated Good - 2019 

Year 6 Sats! 

Thank you to all the staff 
and parents who supported 
the year 6 children during 
Sats week.  The children all 
worked incredibly hard and 

should be proud of themselves.  

School Communications 

It is really important that 
you check your email and   
Arbor app regularly to  
ensure that you don’t miss any                  
communications from the school.   

When clubs have to be cancelled on the 
day an email and in app message will go 
out to parents/carers. 

Letters for trips go out in advance, so 
can you please provide consent and any 
payment, on Arbor, before the deadline 
date. 

We really appreciate your support with 
this.  Thank you 

School Access & Arrival Times 

We would like to remind all parents and carers 
that access to the school car park is strictly   
limited to vehicles displaying a valid permit.  
If you do not hold a  permit, please  refrain from 
using the car park.  

 

Additionally, the car park and pedestrian 
gates will open at 15:00.  We kindly request 
that you do not  arrive before this time, as 
early arrivals have led to increased traffic       
congestion on the road outside the school.  This 
has prompted several complaints from local    
residents and poses a safety risk to our school 
community. 

 

We appreciate your co-operation in helping us     
maintain a safe and orderly environment for all. 






































